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Three Dimensions of Sustainability



Version 2: The Three Es



Bemidji State University Version



One Dish One Spoon Treaty (~1000 CE)

Earth is a Great Dish given to us that contains all that we need. How do we share this resource?
1. Only take what you need to feed yourself and make yourself well. 2. Always leave some for 

others to enjoy. 3. Keep the dish clean. Anishinabek & Potawatomi & Haudenosaunee



Open-Source Introduction

Basic Call to Consciousness

https://nativevoicesbooks.com/sites/default/files/a_Basic%20Call%20sampler.pdf
https://nativevoicesbooks.com/sites/default/files/a_Basic%20Call%20sampler.pdf
https://nativevoicesbooks.com/sites/default/files/a_Basic%20Call%20sampler.pdf


Limits to Growth



“Brundtland Definition” 
of Sustainable Development

from the Brundtland Report, Our Common Future (1987)

"Development that meets the needs of the present

without compromising the ability of future generations

to meet their own needs"

http://www.un-documents.net/our-common-future.pdf


Principles of 
Environmental 
Justice
(1991)



John Elkington’s 
Triple Bottom Line or The Three Pillars (1997)



Circular 
Economy
 & 
ESG 
(environmental, 
social, 
governance) 
Investing



The Earth Charter
(2000)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rfMtTpXjV78



Julian Agyeman’s Just Sustainabilities (2003)

Conditions of Just Sustainabilities (global perspective):

i) Improving our quality of life and well-being;

ii) Meeting the needs of both present and future generations (intra- and 
inter- generational equity);

iii) Justice and equity in terms of recognition (Schlosberg, 1999), 
process, procedure and outcome.

iv) Living within ecosystem limits (also called one planet living)



Just Transition / Movement Generation 
(2000s)



Kate Raworth’s
Doughnut of 
Social and 
Planetary 
Boundaries
(2012)

A safe and just space for 
humanity to thrive in

https://www.kateraworth.com/about/


(2015)



Critical Sustainabilities

"Critical sustainability, in many ways evolving from the inclusive concept of just sustainability, 
uses a critical theory lens to unmask intertwined social and economic systems of oppression 
enforced through global capitalism" (Cachelin 2019).

Example: Increase in electric cars and solarized houses is excellent for planet, but it adds yet 
another dimension of inequality in the unequal access various groups have to these “up” 
grades.  Those sourcing the materials to create, deliver, dispose of these products typically 
do not benefit from them.

Example: With Green capitalism, individual consumers can purchase their conservation ethic 
(I recycle, I wear second-hand clothing, etc.) while “the true ecological costs of their 
purchases and lifestyles remain hidden from them.”



Sustainability Education responds to a 
“Crisis of Perception”
Focus on discourse: We tend to rely on simplified and unrealistic representations of 
nature and of social systems. We center the human in all approaches.

What is it we are trying to sustain?

Dualisms create "myths of separation"

▪ Human / Nature

▪ Nature / Culture

▪ Me / not me…… leads to treating nature as other and eases destruction.

It’s not about students connecting with nature, (wrong and misleading) it’s about 
the interrelationship of all things. (David Clarke, “Becoming Rocked” )



Donna Haraway (2015) decenters the 
“anthro” in Anthropocene

“no species, not even our own 
arrogant one pretending to be 
good individuals in so-called 
modern Western scripts, acts 
alone; assemblages of organic 
species and of abiotic actors make 
history, the evolutionary kind and 
the other kinds too” (159)



Climate Solutions Resources: Drawdown-Regeneration 

https://drawdown.org/ https://regeneration.org/

https://drawdown.org/
https://regeneration.org/
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